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There were 136 Part I felonies investigat-
ed by Cerritos deputies in November, up from 
109 cases in October. Robberies decreased, 
but residential burglaries, vehicle burglaries 
and vehicle thefts increased. Patrol person-
nel were handling a weekly average of 356 
calls for service at the end of November. 
Robberies

Robberies dropped from three in October 
to one in November. 

The single case occurred on Saturday, 
November 5 at 10:45 p.m. when a group 
of males surrounded the victim in a park 
located in the 17700 block of Eric Avenue. As 
the suspects were assaulting the victim, one 
of them removed his cell phone from a rear 
pocket. The victim was able to run away.

Residential Burglaries  
Residential burglaries increased by two 

in November, with 22 cases reported. Ten 
cases involved shattered sliding glass doors 
or windows. Five were attributed to open/
unlocked doors or windows. Five were at-
tempted entries only and two windows were 
pried open. Property reported stolen included 
safes, cameras, keys, iPads, laptop comput-
ers, cell phones, guns, jewelry and cash. 
The new 2016 weekly average in residential 
burglaries is 5.1.
Vehicle Burglaries 

Vehicle burglaries rose from 29 in 
October to 40 in November. Only half of the 
November crimes occurred in high-volume 

commercial parking lots. Eighteen cases 
involved SUVs and two were commercial 
trailers. The reported loss items consisted of 
gym bags, a diaper bag, garage door open-
ers, purses, wallets, briefcases, stereo items, 
tools, an air pump and third-row seats from 
SUVs. The 2016 weekly average in vehicle 
burglaries is 7.4.
Vehicle Thefts 

Vehicle thefts also rose from 18 in October 
to 23 in November. Fourteen of the thefts 
were from high-volume commercial parking 
lots. Fifteen were SUVs, four were commer-
cial trailers and two were motorcycles. The 
2016 weekly average in vehicle thefts was 4.4 
at the end of November. 

Visit 
crimemapping.com

to access current 
neighborhood crime 

reports, statistics 
and maps.

Don’t leave valuables 
in your vehicle

The best way to avoid becoming the victim 
of a vehicle burglary is to make sure that 
you don’t leave anything of value inside the 
passenger compartment of your vehicle. 

As noted in the vehicle burglaries section 
of the monthly crime summary each issue, 
items most commonly taken from vehicles 
are wallets, purses, cell phones, tablets, iPads, 
cash, credit cards and jewelry. While other 
items such as third-row seats in SUVs (which 
can be easily secured by use of a cable lock) 
are sometimes targeted, the majority of 
valuables taken are the ones mentioned above.

If you park your vehicle anywhere other 
than inside your locked garage, make sure 
that these valuable items are not left in the 
passenger compartment. Also be sure to always 
lock your doors. Locking your doors won’t 
necessarily stop a burglar from shattering your 
window to access valuable items, but it’s one 
additional step a burglar would have to take to 
access your vehicle. Finally, always remember 
to take your garage door opener inside with 
you to prevent a burglar from easily accessing 
your house as well.

The Cerritos Sheriff’s Station recently 
added two new Ford Explorer patrol vehicles 
to its �eet that feature Automatic License 
Plate Reader (ALPR) technology. 

The new patrol vehicles are equipped 
with four roof-mounted, high-resolution, 
infrared digital cameras and a computer 
that automatically photographs, geo-tags 
and instantly checks the license plate 
number of every vehicle that passes within 
proximity of the ALPR cameras. Within 
seconds after a vehicle plate is scanned, 
deputies receive an electronic message 

New patrol vehicles equipped with 
Automatic License Plate Reader technology

advising them if the scanned license plate 
belongs to a stolen vehicle, a person with 
an outstanding warrant or other persons of 
interest. The scanned license plate data also 
can be used by detectives in an investigation 
to locate possible witnesses and suspects.

The vehicles are being supplied by the Los 
Angeles County Sheriff’s Department at the 
cost of less than $13 a day per vehicle, and 
will be deployed by existing Cerritos Sheriff’s 
Station personnel to better patrol and protect 
the community.


